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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 



(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 

CONTINUED. 



March 16th 1778. 

The commanding officers of the Regim't Orders that the 
whole of the men, the sick only excepted, turn out Morning 
& Evening to roll call, though they are not fit for duty for 
want Of Clothing, the weather will admit of their Attend- 
ing the parade, And as it appairs from the late Supply or. 
Clothing received More men must be fit for duty in the dif- 
ferent Companies Than is reported in the weekly returns, the 
Officers are requested to pay Attention to all such as are able 
& see they are properly Return'd, as it not only Makes duty 
easier in the Regim't. But is likewise condusive to their 
health. Such as are not Fit for duty for want of clothing 
must be reported by the Serjeants of companies to the Q. M. 
Serjeant, who is to Employ them every day in cleaning the 
Streets, huts &c. The Officers commanding Companys in 
Makeing out their Next Muster Rools is to include None but 
such as are In a Near Camp, or such as they can Acco't for 
that Join'd the Army the present to stand first in the rools. 



Head Quarters March 16th 78. 

Major Gen'l to Morrow L'd Sterling, Brigadier Woodford. 

Field Officers L't Col. Miller & Maj'r Windslow. 

Brigade Major Clayburn . 

For detachment 'to Morrow Colo Patton 1 Colo Brooks & 
Major Church. The Gen'l Court Martial whereof Brigadier 
M'Intosh 2 was Presid't is disolved. At a Gen'l Court Mar- 

1 Col. John Patton, 2d North Carolina regiment: 
'Brigadier General Lachlan Mcintosh, of Georgia. 
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tial whereof Colo Bradley 3 was presid't. March 7th 78. L't 
Armer of the 1st Pennsylv'a Reg't Try'd for behaveing in 
Many Respects unbecoming a Gent'man Found guilty of the 
charge exhibited against him & Sentenced to be discharged 
the Service, but in consideration of the Excelent carrector 
given the court of L't Armer, and Several Circumstances in 
the Mode of prosecution Appearing Malicious The court do 
on the Strongest terms, Unanimously recommend him to his 
Excelency's pardon, The Gen'l Aproves the Sentence but in 
consideration of the courts recommendation is pleased to par- 
don him, Yet with Abhorance of such Practices as L't Armer 
indulg'd himself in, which are highly derogatory to the carec- 
tor of an Officer. . . .this Instance of clemency will properly 
Affect his futer Conduct. 



G. O. Head Quarters. March 17th 78. Valley forge. 

Maj'r Gen'l Tomorrow Green 

Brigadier Vernon. . .Field officers Col'o Clerke & Maj'r 
Johnson 

Brigade Maj'r Ogdone 

one Hundred Choise men are to be Annexed to the Guard 
for the Commander in Chief for the purpose of forming Corps 
to be instructed in the Manuevers . .ecessary to be Introduced 
in the army & serve as a mode for the Execution of them as 
the Gen'l Guards is Entirely of Virginians the hundred 
Draughts are to be taken from the troops of the other States. 
Size of the men from 5 feet Eight to five feet 10 Inches, from 
23 Years to thirty, a Robust Constitution & Limbs well form'd 
for Strength & Activity & of an Established Character, So- 
briety & fidelity. 

Head Quarters Valley Forge March 18, 1778. 

Major Gen'l L'd Sterling. Brigadier Poor. Field Officers 
L't Colo' Basett* & Maj'r Tabun Brigade Major McCormock 

3 Col. Philip Burr Bradley, of Connecticut. 

4 Lt.-Col. Barakiah Bassett, 14th Massachusetts regiment. 
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Inoculation for small pox haveing been happily Performed 
on all the Subjects in camp it is Necessary to guard against 
the fatal way, the Command'r In Chief therefore enjoins all 
Officers commanding Regim'ts upon the Arival of recruits, 
or return of absent soldiers to make Immediate & Strict en- 
quiry Whether they have had the Small pox & Orders such as 
have not to be innoculated without loss of time by the Regi- 
mental Surgeon, and in case of the Brigade. . . . provided 
with one, to give Instance Notice to the Surgeon Gen'l — the 
Men ordered yesterd' for the Gen'l Guards are to parade to 
Morrow Morning At guard Mounting on the grand parade. 
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G. O. March 19. 1778. 

Maj. Gen to morrow Green Brigadier Muhlenburg 
Field Off. Colo Vest 6 & Maj'r Bradish 6 B Maj'r McGowin 7 
The Commander in Chief directs that the Officers will be 
very attentive to the water their Men drink [.] the little springs 
about Camp from which they have been accustomed to supplie 
themselves during the winter will in their present State be- 
come very impure and pernitious in the approaching warm 
Season, as it is a matter essentiall to health it is expected Offi- 
cers will .without delay take measures to Provide good water 
for their men by having the Springs opened and Clensed and 
wells Sunk in proper places with Barells to preserve them; 
taken frequently empty'd and Clensed to prevent an accumila- 
tion of filth. 

To Prevent an alarm notice is hereby given that a Cannon 
will be discharged at the Park of Artillery tomorrow at Sun 
Rise. 

' The name Vest does not appear in Heitman. 
•Major David Bradish, 15th Massachusetts regiment. 
'John McGowan, of Pennsylvania. 
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S C P 

for Guard i. i. 2 

Fatigue .... 1 

for Straw .... 1. — 3 

8 R. O. L't Merewther- is appointed to . . . .Adjutant in 
the Regiment, and Ensign Best 10 is promoted to a second 
Lieutenantcy in Captain Ewells 11 Company, and are to be Re- 
spected as such. 



R. O. March 20 1778. 

A Return of the Musketts accoutrements & want'g in the 
diferent Companies to be made out and Drawn this evening. 
A Regimental Court Martiall to set to day at 12 O'Clock for 
the Tryal of the Prisoners in Quarter Guard to consist of the 
following Member 

Capt. Crump 12 President L't Armistead 13 L't Rucker" L't 
Best and Ensign Coleman. 



G. O. Head Quarters March 20. 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow L'd Sterling. 
Brigad'r Patterson 

8 Regimental orders. 

'Either David Merewether, lieutenant 14th Virginia regiment, or 
James Merewether, who was adjutant of the 1st Virginia State regi- 
ment, Feb., 1778-Oct., 1779. 

'•John Best, 1st Virginia State regiment, who was promoted to the 
rank of 1st Lieutenant, Oct. 1, 1778. 

u Thomas Ewell, Captain 1st Virginia. 

"Captain Abner Crump, 1st Virginia. 

"Thomas Armistead, 1st Virginia, promoted to captaincy April 6, 
1778. 

14 Elliott and Angus Rucker were at this time lieutenants in the 1st 
Virginia. 
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F. O. L't Colo' Maborne 15 & Maj'r Calbell 19 B. Maj'r Du 
Vail. 

At a Devision Court Martiall whereof Maj'r Johnson was 
President held the 15 March L't Davis of Colo' Angles 18 Reg- 
iment tryed for Swearing on the evening of the 2d Instant af- 
ter being warned for duty that if he could not get off of that 
tour of duty he would fain himself Sick for he was determined 
not to do it and woud Suffer himself to be Cashiered with In- 
famy before he woud go, and for refuseing the tour accord- 
ingly the Court after mature deleberation unanimously ad- 
judged L't Davis Guilty of a breach of the 21 Article of the 
14 Section of the Articles of War and Sentance him to be dis- 
charged the Service as Ordered in the said Article, his Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief approves the Sentance and 
Orders it to take plage Immediately. 

Detail for Guard . 1 Sub. 1 S. & 3 
Fatigue . . . 1 S & 1 



Head Quarters March 21. 1778. 

Maj. Gen tomorrow Green. Brig. Mcintosh. F. O. L't Colo' 
Burr & Maj'r Hay. B. Maj'r Bailey. 

The Brigade Inspectors are desired to attend at head quart- 
ers on monday morning at 10 O'Clock precisely. 

The Brigadiers and Officers Commanding Brigades are de- 
sired to make an exact Return to the Adjutant General to 
morrow at Orderly time of the number of rounds of ammuni- 
tion that each of their Men are furnished with and what Quan- 
tity of spare Cartridges are in the hands of their Respective 
Quarter Masters. 

'* Heitman gives the name of James Mabon, but refers for details to 
" Maborne," which does not appear. Heitman gives Lt. James 
Maborne, of Virginia. 

14 Samuel Jordan Cabell, of the 14th Virginia. 

16 Col. Israel Angell, 2d Rhode Island. 
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2 davs Command ... I 



R. O. March 22. 1778. 

It is with astonishment the Commanding Officer expresses 
his surprise at the neglect of the Officers Commanding Com- 
panies, Respecting his Orders of the 16 Instant likewise their 
weekly Returns not agreeing nor Can't be accounted for by 
the Officers, he now positively Orders a Strict adherance to 
Orders and their Companys, they may expect no further In- 
dulgance for their neglect as he must proceed to disagreeable 
Concequances. 



G. O. Head Quarters March 22. 1778. 

Maj. Gen'l to morrow Lord Sterling Brigadier Varnon 
F. O. L't Co' Littlefield 19 Maj. Murphey. Brigade Maj'r 
Stagg. 

As a System of easy Manuvres and Exercise is to be intro- 
duced with a view of establishing uniformity, in these Points 
throughout the Army the Commanding Officers of Brigades 
and Regiments are desired to discontinue exercise 'g and Ma- 
nuvering their Men by way of instructing untill new Regula- 
tions shall be distributed .... all Evolutions and exercise 
which are indispencible necessary in the Ordinary Camp du- 
ties they may in the mean time be performed according to the 
accustomed method. 

The Prizes of the following Articles Rum, French Brandy, 
Gin, Spirts and Cyder Royall not being Rated in the Gen'l 
Orders of the 26 of January last, the Venders of these Arti- 
cles haveing taken advantage and therefore sell them at the 
most exorbetant Rates, the Brigadiers and Officers Command- 
ing, Brigades are desired to meet at Gen'l Woodfords Quart- 

" Lt.-Col. Noah M. Littlefield, nth Massachusetts. 
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crs on Tuesday morning at 10 O'Clock and Regulate the 
prises of the above Articles. 

The Adjutant Gen'l to purchase Arms & accoutrements of 
Deserters and no other Persons. Capt. Teely is appointed 
Brigade Maj'r Tice Brig'e Major McGowen in" the 2 Pensyl- 
vania Brigade. 

A Return of Drums & Fifes wanting in each Brigade to bo 
given in to Adjutant General tomorrow at Orderly time. 

S C 
Detail for Guard . . 1 1 & 2 

Fatigue ..... 1 



H Quarters March 23 1778 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow Green Brigadier Wayne 
F. O. L't Colo' Ballard Maj'r Nichols B Maj'r Day 
As the Season is approaching fast, every thing shoud be 
held in the most perfect Readyness for the field. The Com- 
mander in Chief Reminds the Brigadiers of the Order to pro- 
vide Bayonetts for their Men and the Officers of the neces- 
sity of procureing Espontoons. 

A Return of the Stores in the Q. M. G. department .... 
Return from the Waggon Master General of the Waggons & 
Horses, to be made as soon as possible. 

All Officers that was in Command with General Wayne In 
the Jersies are desired to meat at his Quarters tomorrow morn- 
ing at 10 O'Clock to Render an account of the Horses they 
had in Charge. 

At a General Court Martial whereof Colo' Swift was Pres- 
idant March 16 1778 Sergeant John Henry Lydiers of the 
late Amons Corps Tryed for wounding Henry Trancher with 
a Sword, found Guilty of a breach of Article the 5th Section 
the 18th of the Articles of War, but in Consideration of Cir- 
cumstances only Sentance him to be Reprimanded by the 
Officer of the Corps to which he belong. At the same Court 
Geo Walter tryed for attempting to desert to the enemy and 
acquited. At the same Court by adjournment March 18 
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Thomas McRalvery of Colo' Malcolmns Regiment tryed for 
desertion found Guilty and Sentanced to Receive 100 lashes 
on his bare back well layed on, the Comm'r in Chief approves 
the Sentances, and Orders that Thomas McRalvery be put in 
execution tomorrow morning at Roll Call at the head of the 
Regiment to which he belongs. 

Colo' Ogden is appointed presidant of the G C M which sets 
tomorrow by adjournment at 10 O'Clock Vice Colo' Swift. 

S 
For Guard . . . . i & 3 

Fatigue ..... 1 



B O March 24 1778 

The Maj'rs Captains and one Lieutenant from a Company 
in the Brigade, will attend at 11 O'Clock at Colo' Davis's 
Hutt, to hear the Regulations red for training the Troops, 
a Captain and 10 Men from the first Regiment & a L't and ten 
from the German Batilion will Parade immediately afterwards 
upon the Parade of the first Regiment to go thro the Manuv. 



Head Quarters March 24 1778 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow Lord Sterling 
Brigadier Poor 
F O L't Parker & Maj'r Bell 
Brig'r Maj'r Johnson 

The Hono' the Continental Congress have bin pleased to 
appoint Maj'r Gen'l Green Quarter Master General in the 
Army of the United States Reserving to him his Rank of 
Maj'r Gen'l in the same & John Coe & Charles Pettit* Es- 
quires assistant Q M Generals all of whom Respectably are to 
be Considered & Respected as such. 

at 9 O'Clock percisely all the Brigadiers begin their ex- 
ercise, each Regiment on its own Parade & the Inspector 
General will attend the exercises in the afternoon the Briga- 
diers will begin the execise at 4 & finish at 5 O'Clock the Com- 
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mander in Chief Strictly enjoyns it upon the Commissary Gen'l 
of Issues, to keep a Quantity of hard bread in Store for the 
use of detachments, which may be Ordered out on any suden 
imergency, likewise of Salt Provision if possible. Certain 
Quantities of the above he will Issue to the Brigade Commis- 
saries, to be keped in Store for the same purpose. At a Bri- 
March 12 M'r Vunck Quarter Master of Colo' Levenstons 
gade Court Martial whereof L't Colo' Wesingfeild was Presid. 
Regiment, tryed for neglect of duty & apropriating to his own 
use, Rum & Soap drawn for the use of the Regiment, found 
Guilty of the Charges, & Sentenced to make good to the Regi- 
ment what Articles he has apropriated fraudulently, to for- 
feit all his Pay & be dismissed the Service, that his Crime, 
Name, place of aboad & punishment, be published in the news 
papers in &,about Camp, and in those of the particular State 
to which he belongs, or usually Resides, after which it shall 
be deemed Scandelous for any Officer to associate with him. 
the Commander in Chief approves the Sentance and Orders 
M'r Vunck Immediately to Quit Camp and that his forfeit 
be at the disposal of the State to which he belongs. 

M'r John Lloyd of Colo' Levenstons Regiment tryed for be- 
having in an un Gentleman like maner, in adviseing Peter 
Vunck Q Master of the said Regiment to draw Rum from the 
Commissary Gen'l of Issues on Account of the Regiment and 
being Sharer of the same at the expence of the Regiment, 
found Guilty and'Sentanced to be dismissed the Service, the 
Commander in Chief approves the Sentance, and Orders hiin 
to Quit Camp Immediately. 

S S P 
Detail for Guard . . 1 1 1 & 2 

weeks Command . . 1 

fatigue ... 1 — 2 



B O March 25 1778 

The Officers Commanding Companies in the . . . .Line, 
whose Men are in Absolute want of blankets are desired to 
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applie to the Brigade Quarter Master who is hereby directed 
to Issue those Blankets left by the Men who Received their 
discharges this Spring. L't Colo' Davis L't Col Ballard & 
Maj Campbell are Requested to meat this afternoon to Con- 
sider in what maner the Cloathing drawn from the Virginia 
Store for the Soldiary, ought to be distributed, that it may 
be as nearly uniform as possible, and at the Same time Con- 
sidering those who are most in want, this Gentlemen after 
Considering the matter will Report to the Brigadier. 



Head Quarters March 25th 1778 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow L'd Sterling Brigadier Muhlenburg 

F. O. Colo' Levenston L't Colo' Russell Brig'r Maj'r Has- 
kell 

The Hono' Congress have appointed Matthew Clark & 
Maj'r John Clark Esquire, Auditors to Settle and ajust the 
Accounts of the main Army, they are to be Respected accord- 
ingly, any Persons that have any Accounts to be Settled by 
them, may find them at the House of Groffith Jones, three Miles 
beyond the Paymaster Generals Quarters. M'r Terrick Ad- 
jutant to Gen'l Huntington's Brigade, is appointed to do the 
duty of Brigade Major in the absence of Maj'r Allden. 

At a General Court Martial whereof Colo' Swift was Pres- 
ident March 18. Abell Jones an Inhabitant of the State of 
Pensylvania, tryed for Supplying the Enemy with Money, 
traiding with them and buying and passing .... Money, found 
Guilty of the Charges exibited against, and Sentanced to Re- 
ceive 100 lashes on his bare back, and to be sent to some pub- 
lick place in this State to be kep'd at hard Labour during the 
Contest with Great Britain, the Commander in Chief approves 
the Sentance. At the same Court Matthew Tyson, Henry 
Morris, Thomas Baley, John Campbell, & Jesse Harboum, 
Inhabitants of the State of Pensylvania, Tryed for Supplying 
the Enemy with Provision, severally found Guilty and Or- 
dered by the Commander in Chief to be Confin'd by night in 
the Provo and by day Constantly employed on fatigue during 



54 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

the time of one Month, and in addition to the said Morrises 
fatigue, agreeable to the Sentance of the Court, he pay fifty 
Pounds into the hands of the Adjutant General, for the use 
of the Sick in Camp. 

At the same Court Thomas Coshell & Thomas Baviers Sol- 
diers, Tryed for attempting to Desert to the Enemy pled 
Guilty and Sentanced to Receive 100 Lashes each, 50 per Day, 
two days Successfully, the said Baveirs back to be washed in 
Salt and water after he has Received the last fifty, the Gen- 
eral approves the Sentances and Orders execution to Com- 
mence to morrow morning 9 O'Clock, at the head of the Regi- 
ment to which they belong. 

S S C P 
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B O March 26 I778 

A Return of Cloathing wanting for the Troops in the Vir- 
ginia line in Camp, to be immediately made out and sent to 
the Brigadier, who will Compare them with the General Re- 
turn. 

A B. O General Muhlenburg Requests Colo' Ballard & 
Majors Campbell and Allison to meat immediately at my Hint 
to proportion the Cloathing, and if they have their Returns 
made out, to bring them with them 

W'm Davis L't Colo' 



G. O. Head Quarters Jan'y [?| 26. 1778. 

Brigadier Patterson, F O. L't Colo' Millin & Major Led- 
yard. Brig'r Maj'r Marvin 

Till further Orders the Maj'r Gen'l of the Dav is dispenced 
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with — no Scouting party is to be sent out of Camp unless it 
is by Order of the Commander in Chief, the General Officers 
of the Day or the Adjutant General till the Army be in a 

moving State and Circumstances Require it 

disobediance to a neglect of this Order will be severely pun- 
ished, and as many Officers have bin Captivated by their own 
folly and Carelessness the General most expressly declares that 
where this is found to be the Case, such Officers shall be the 
last exchanged, notwithstanding in point of time they would 
be intitled to preferance. no Officer Commanding at an out 
post, or upon a Scouting Party is to give passes into Philadel- 
phia, under pain of being tryed for disobediance of Orders, 
the very end and design of those parties are defeated by their 
means, the Adjutant General will take care that these Orders 
are Communicated to Officers on all detached Commands. 
the Fatigue Men are in future to take their Diners with them 
to provent unnecessary Straggling from their Work, and will 
daly be allowed a j ill of Whiskey p Alan, no Boats to pass 
at Sullivans Bridge without permission from the Officer of 
the Guard their, who will be Striet in examin in them and 
permit no Suspicious persons to pass. 68 Men out of the 
number of those who were Returned unfit for duty for want 
of Cloathing and necessaries, to be Paraded tomorrow at 
Guarding mounting, and Marched to the Laboratory to be 
dayly imployed in that department one month and as it is of 
the utmost importance that a Stock of fixed ammunition shouid 
allways be in Store it is expected each Brigade will keep its 
detail good. A. B. O. the Officers Commanding Companies 
in the Virginia Line, are desired to keep Regular accounts of 
the Cloathing delivered them for the use of their Men. that 
when ever they are Call'd on they may be able to show in 
what maner and to whom they have given out, this Order in 
a perticular maner Relates to the Cloathing distributed in 
December last, and that drawn at Present from the Virginia 
Store, the Officers are likewise desired to examin the Cloath- 
ing of their Men, once a week at least, and Compare them 
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with the account, that it may not be in the power of the Sol- 
diery to make way with their Cloathing undiscovered. 

S C P 
For Guard ....112 
Fatigue .... 2 

1 1 4 
(to isf. continued) 



VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington. 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including "Gleanir.gs" by Mr. H'. F. Waters, 

not before printed ) 

(Continued) 
John Westhkope of London, Merchant. Will 24 Septem- 
ber 1655; proved 12 June 1658. To the Church of Martimber 
in Virginia 2000 lbs of Merchantable Tobacco and Caske toward 
the Repairing or the building up of a new Church, provided 
always the said Church be built upon the same ground or place 
the said Church now stand on; also 1000 lbs of Tobacco and 
Caske to contain the same to bye a Communion Cupp, also my 
Great bible, and a book called Bishop Andrews' sermons, both 
in my house in Virginia. To my father Master John Sadler 4 
Cowes I have in Virginia. To Thomas Cooper, sonne of Walter 
Cooper in the Mayne neer James Tovvne in Virginia, 1 cow I 
have in Virginia. To Joshua Clarke my servant 6 years (that 
is to say) the 6 last years of the 20 years he is bound to me. 
To my other servant Thomas Smith 1 year of his tyme. All 
my goods in England, and on the ship called the seaven sisters 
bound for Virginia, Captain Abraham Reade, and all the rest of 
my estate in Virginia, amongst my sisters, Anne Beckford, wife 
of Edmond Beckford, Fiances Henshawe, wife of Edward Hen- 
shawe, gent, Bridgett Bickerton, wife of Richard Bickerton, and 
Dorothy Gibson, wife of Marke Gibson, and Judith Thomas, 



